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A Newsletter to Parents and Guardians

January 26, 2012
Phone: 410-208-1600

Fax: 410-208-4957
Dear Parents and Guardians,

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR STUDENTS!

Our school has recently been notified that the following students placed in the Young Authors Writing Contest that is sponsored by the Eastern Shore Reading Council.  We congratulate these students and all of the students who entered for their effort.

Nathaniel Wright, 2nd Grade,  Short Story, Pirate Adventure
Grace Snyder, 5th Grade, Short Story, Street Rock

Catie Mitchell, 8th Grade, Poetry, Hate, Solitude, Fear

Congratulations to all!

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES

This afternoon from 4:00-7:00 p.m. and on Friday, January 27 from 1:00-5:00 p.m. our school will host parent/teacher conferences.  Please be on time.  Students will be dismissed at 12:15 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 27.  

FAMILY LUNCHEON FORMS DUE FIRDAY, JANUARY 27TH

On Friday, February 3, as part of the MBSCS celebration of Catholic Schools Week, our school will host a Family/Special Guest Luncheon.  On this date, families (as defined by the family) are invited to come to school to have lunch with their students.  Families will be assigned to one of two lunch shifts according to the family’s last name.  Last names beginning with A to K ~ 10:50 to 11:25 am, L to Z last Names ~ 11:40 to 12:15 pm. ALL students will be dismissed after their lunch period. After Care will be available until 3:00pm. Parents and guests should plan to bring lunch for themselves and the students.  The school will not sell lunch on that date.  A sign-up sheet is enclosed with this newsletter for families to indicate their intention to participate.   Children who will not have guests attending will be invited to have lunch with one of our teachers or assistants. All Family Luncheon reservations forms MUST be turned in to the office no later than 3:00 p.m. on Friday, January 27th (TOMORROW).   Unfortunately, we cannot accept reservations after 3:00 p.m. tomorrow.

Students will be dismissed following their lunch.  Following the luncheon, guests will be asked to take the child(ren) to their classroom and sign them out of school.   Buses will depart MBSCS at 12:15 p.m.  After care will be available until 3:00 p.m.

LUNCH ORDERS

Included in last week’s packet was the lunch order form for February2012. Please fill out the lunch order completely including your child’s name, grade, and total amount due. Checks are made payable to MBSCS. Orders are due back TOMORROW, FRIDAY, JANUARY 27TH. NO ORDER WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THAT DATE. Thank you for your cooperation.

OPEN HOUSE FOR PROSPECTIVE FAMILIES
An Open House for prospective families will be held Sunday, January 29th from 1:00p.m. - 3:00p.m. Please tell you relatives and friends to come and take a look at our wonderful school.

HELP FOR LOCAL ANIMAL SHELTERS
Our 6th Grade has adopted a service project to support local animal shelters.  They are asking MBS families to donate used and unneeded bath towels.  Please do not purchase towels for this drive.  Families that wish to donate may do so by sending the towels into school and the 6th Grade class will collect the towels and box them for delivery to the shelters.  Please, used bath towels only.

PICKING UP FROM SCHOOL

When someone other than the custodial parent is picking a child up from school, that person must be listed on the emergency form or a signed note from the parent must be sent to the school.  The note must identify the person who is pickling the child up and it must be signed by the parent.  

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

Please refer to the school’s website for the schedule of events for Catholic Schools Week.  

STUDENTS ARE ASKED TO WEAR THEIR FULL MBS UNIFORM TO MASS THIS WEEKEND.

Our school will celebrate the gift of Catholic Schools during the week of January 29th through February 5th.  Many great activities are being planned by both the faculty and the Student Council leadership team.  Please plan your schedules to participate in the following activities for Catholic School Week:

Sunday 1/29:

Wear your uniforms to all weekend Masses




Monday 1/30:

9:00 am ~ Opening Prayer Service and Living Rosary 

Tuesday 1/31:

7:50 to 8:30 am ~ Donuts for Dads




8:30am to 12:00pm ~ Open House/Class Visits




4:00 to 6:00pm ~Home B-Ball Games

Wednesday 2/1:
7:50 to 8:30am ~ Morning with Moms

8:30am to 12:00pm ~ Open House/Class Visits 
Parents/grandparents will be able to visit the classrooms of their children and observe the wonderful things that are taking place.
Thursday 2/2:
8:30am ~ School Mass at SJN




4:00 to 6:00pm ~ Home B-Ball Games




6:00 to 8:00pm ~ Middle School Social 

Parents are welcome and encouraged to attend the Social.  Please do not bring children younger than 6th grade to the Social.
Friday 2/3: 

Half Day ~ 12:15 Dismissal for all students




Family Luncheon




A to K Last Names ~ 10:50 to 11:25 am




L to Z last Names ~ 11:40 to 12:15 pm


ALL students dismissed after their lunch period.




After Care will be available until 3:00pm

Thanks in advance for your commitment and support of Catholic Schools Week 2012! ~ CSW Committee. 

BUS INVOICES

Bus invoices will be going home in next week’s Thursday folders. We have extended the due date to February 15th. Please call Mr. Snyder if you have any questions.

RE-ENROLLMENT FOR 2012-2013
Please do not delay in returning your family’s re-registration materials.  ALL FORMS ARE DUE BEFORE JANUARY 31st.   ANY FORMS RECEIVED AFTER THAT DATE WILL BE CONSIDERED ALONG WITH NEW FAMILY APPLICATIONS FOR ADMISSIONS.  IT IS CRUCIAL THAT THE FORMS BE RETURNED BEFORE JANUARY 31st.  Enrollment openings are limited and we must require that the forms be returned before January 31st in order to determine our openings for the 2012-2013 school year.

CASINO NIGHT IS COMING ON SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2012!  

Casino Night Invitation: Please check your Thursday folder for your invitation to our 4th Annual Casino Night & Auction.  To make reservations, contact Gina march @ 443-528-9028 or mbscscasinonight@gmail.com.  Reservations will go quickly so be sure to make them early!  

Auction items reminder: Auction items are due to the school office by Friday, February 17th.  Please also complete & submit the auction donation form found on the MBS Web site @ www.mostblessedsacramentschool.com via the Casino Night link.  Contact Jocelyn Snelsire, Casino Night Auction Chair, @ 443-614-3933 or jocelynsnelsire@mchsi.com  with any questions about auction items.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Looking for a fun way to earn FIP hours?  We need many volunteers for set up, breakdown, kitchen help, coat check, 50/50 & raffle ticket sellers, and Dealers for games.  Contact Jill Brady, Casino Night Chair, at 410-913-6775 or jillbrady18@gmail.com to volunteer.  We are in need of at least 15 people to volunteer as DEALERS ~ full training will be provided on Thursday evening, March 8th!  If interested, please contact Jim McCrystal, Casino Night Gaming Chair, at 410-208-3069 or jim@jimmccrystal.com.  

Tuition Raffle Wheel: Don’t miss your chance to win one year of FULL in-parish tuition (cash option of $4,000 is available for non-MBS families only)!!! Tickets cost $100 each for a 1 in 72 chance of winning – these are great odds!!   Contact Cathy Pasquariello @ 410-726-3385 to purchase your LUCKY NUMBER or complete an order form located in the school office!  Drawing will be held on Casino Night on March 10, 2012.

VALENTINE’S

The 8th Grade class is once again sponsoring their annual Valentine fundraiser. In today’s packet you will find a sheet of Valentine’s to purchase to give to your friends, teachers, staff, buddies or that special someone. Additional sheets may be picked up in the school office or can be sent home with your child per your request. The cost is $1 each or 6 for $5. Checks should be made payable to MBSCS. All Valentine’s must be returned by FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH. No need to cut them, we will take care of that. Valentine’s will be attached to a bag of candy and delivered on Tuesday, February 14th. Thank you for supporting our 8th grade class! HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY! 

YEARBOOK ADS
Anyone wishing to place a business yearbook ad, please contact Mr. MacGuinness at 410-208-1600 or bmacguinness@mbscs.org.  Cost for business ads are as follows:

Full page--$180.00; Half page--$100.00. 

FROM THE LIBRARY…

This year’s “Hit the Books Program” will begin on Tuesday, January 17, 2012 and cover a six-week period concluding on Monday, February 27, 2012. During this time, each participating student is required to read a minimum of four books, record each book on their Hit the Books bookmark, and then return the signed bookmark to Mrs. Kangas. Younger students may be assisted by their parents. Parents may read the books with students and record books on the bookmarks. 

The Shorebirds will reward every student who completes the “Hit the Books” program with two free general admission tickets for our school’s designated game night. Students will be honored for their reading accomplishments with a pre-game parade at Arthur W. Perdue Stadium on our school’s designated night.

The Shorebirds announced that the winner of the 2012 Bookmark Contest was Hannah Love from Sussex Academy of Arts and Sciences. Bookmarks with her winning design will be distributed to students this week. Thank you to all students who participated in this contest!

COUNSELING CORNER

We have continued work on Anger Management. Grades 3, 4, and 5 discussed Anger as a feeling. The studens thought about a situation that recently made them angry. We discussed that fear, frustration or hurt are usually underlying reasons for our anger. We discussed feeling our “Anger Trigger,” taking deep breaths, ways to cool down and ways to solve our problems.  In the PreK we read about Tucker Turtle and how he 1) STOPS, 2) Tucks and Breaths 3) Thinks. Please discuss this topic with your child. They all came home with a handout to share on this topic. Please contact me at tgabbard@mbscs if you would like any additional information for you or your children. 

ATHLETIC SCHEDULE

The goal of the MBSCS Interscholastic Athletics Program is to reinforce the Catholic values that are taught at home and supported at school.  In all circumstances, we wish our student athletes to learn and have opportunity to practice Christian sportsmanship and we wish them to see those qualities practiced by the adults who coach and officiate.    It is our intent to ensure that our student athletes receive a consistent message that our values are not negotiable.  

It is the recommendation of the MBSCS Athletic Committee, and the approval of the principal, that we no longer schedule athletic competition with the Salisbury School.  Our basketball coaches have discussed this decision with the student athletes.

SPORTS COMMITTEE NEWS 
Coaches for Lacrosse and Softball Teams
If you are interested in coaching, assisting or volunteering, please contact Coach Adkins as soon as possible.  Coaching is a great way to earn FIP hours.  If you have any questions please contact Coach Adkins.

Basketball

Girls Basketball: Practice: Monday, January 30, 3:30-4:30; Practice: Wednesday, February 1, 3:30-4:30p.m.
Game:  Tuesday, January 31, 4:00 p.m. vs. Lighthouse Christian, Home


Thursday, February 2, 3:30 p.m. vs. St. Francis de Sales, Home
Boys Basketball: Practices: Monday, January 30, 4:30-6:00 p.m.; Wednesday, February 1, 4:30-6:00 p.m.
Game:  Thursday, January 26, 3:30 SCRIMMAGE, Home


Tuesday, January 31, 5:00 p.m. vs. Lighthouse Christian, Home



Thursday, February 2, 5:00 p.m. vs. St. Francis de Sales, Home
IMPORTANT DATES

January

26th 
Parent Conferences – 4:00 – 7:00 p.m.

27th 
Parent Conferences – 1:00 – 5:00 p.m.; 12:10 Dismissal
29th – Feb. 3rd 
Catholic Schools Week
February

3rd 
Family Luncheon, Dismissal after lunch period
6th
Faculty Retreat Day,   School Closed
20th 
President’s Day,  School Closed

22nd 
Ash Wednesday

PARISH NEWS
St. Ann

Ski/Snowboarding Trip - Saturday, January 28th Bear Creek Ski Resort, PA.  Cost is $115 per person and includes lift ticket, rental, and bus transportation.  

Bowling - Beginning January 3rd and continuing every Tuesday through March.  Millsboro Bowling Lanes Cost is $6 and includes 2 games and shoe rental.  This year we will begin at 6:30 for groups who wish to start early and 7 for groups who have later school/workday commitments.  If you need help with transportation, please let me know.

For more information and Permission Slips please contact Denise Santa Barbara 302-539-5443 or DeniseMSB@aol.com

 
St. John Neumann

Hey Catholics!  Several people in the parish of St. John Neumann are starting a Young Adults Group!  Any Catholic, male or female, single or married between the ages of 18 and 35 is invited and welcome to join us as we begin a faith and social group to meet monthly.  Our first get together is a “Meet and Greet” and we will discuss the viral video Why I Hate Religion, But Love Jesus at St. John’s in Berlin on Sunday January 29th at 7pm.  Please contact Nancy Groves at ngroves@stjnrcc.com for more information.
Parents of 2nd graders: Our next gathering for Sacramental preparation will be Sunday, February 5th beginning at 10AM. All must attend to pick up the materials and then the newbies stay for “Growing in the Eucharist”. This is a Parent only gathering.

Attention Grades 6-7-8! It’s time to sign up for this year’s ski retreat March 2-4, 2012.  We are going to a new location and are able to drop the price – only $200 if you participate in our bake sale – so expect the bus to fill quickly. (We already have 19 signed up.) This year we are off to Wisp Resort near Deep Creek Lake in western Maryland.  The resort offers skiing, snowboarding, ice skating, tubing, and a mountain coaster. Everything is in walking distance and there is plenty to do for the non-skier.  We are staying mountainside at the Wisp Resort Lodge, with pool, game room, food court, and more.  It promises to be a great weekend of fellowship and fun.  

Announcements will go out in this Sunday’s bulletin. Let’s go ski! See ALL the details at http://stjohnneumannrcc.com/YouthGroup.htm.  

Parents DON’T FORGET that we have Children’s Liturgy of the Word every Sunday during the school year at the 11:30 Mass.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLoW) is the Liturgy of the Word suitably adapted to make it relevant to the lives and experiences of young children. After the Opening Prayer the children are called forth and are then dismissed to the library, following the prayer leaders, where they have the opportunity to understand the Gospel message and participate in the Eucharistic celebration at their own level. They also pray the Creed and the Prayer of the Faithful as a group before rejoining the congregation at the Offertory.  We hope that you will encourage your children to attend each week. We invite anyone interested in volunteering to become a CLoW Minister to call or email Nancy Groves for details 410-208-2854 or ngroves@stjnrcc.com.

St. Jude the Apostle

Welcoming to New Parishioners after the 8:30 AM Mass on Sunday, Feb. 5 in the Parish Life Center. Social after the 8:30 and 10 AM Masses on Sunday, Feb. 5 in the Parish Life Center. Come and join us for coffee and fellowship after Mass.

First Eucharist Enrollment Mass on Sunday, Feb. 5 at the 10 AM Mass  (Bridget Cooper, from Most Blessed Sacrament  is in our First Eucharist class).
Souper Bowl Weekend, Feb. 4/5 – can goods will be collected after all the Masses this weekend by our Youth and will be donated to Casa San Francisco.
Family Liturgy Mass, Sunday, Feb. 19 at 10 AM.
Pancake Supper by the Columbiettes, Tuesday, Feb. 21 in the Parish Life Center from 5 to 7 PM.
Lenten Fish Dinners on Fridays in Lent starting Friday, Feb. 24, 5 to 7 PM in the Parish Life Center sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.

40 Hours -  Father Victor Warkulwiz from the “Missionaries of the Blessed Sacrament” will be our guest speaker on the benefits and necessity of perpetual adoration on Monday, Feb. 27 to Wednesday, Feb. 29 at 7 PM in the Church.

Sunday, Feb. 12 at the Big Fish Grill on Route 1 in Rehoboth Beach will be a fundraiser for St. Jude The Apostle.  Please go to www.stjudeslewesde.org to download the coupon that must be present to the server in order for St. Jude’s to receive the donation.

St. Luke/St. Andrew

Blessing of Throats on the feast of St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr will be held on Friday, February 3rd during the 9 AM Mass.

      "Through the intercession of Saint Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God deliver you from every disease of the throat and from every other illness: In the name of the Father, and of the son, and of the Holy Spirit."
Blessing of new candles will be done on Thursday February 2nd on the feast of the Presentation of the Lord.or called Candlemas Day before the 9 AM Mass blessed candles can be obtained for your home at the church for a donation of $2.00.

Parish annual Tailgate Party 6 - 9 PM at St. Andrews Hall, tailgate type food and beverages, Music by DJ Rupe, $12.00 per person call the office, also 40" Sony Bravia Television is being raffled off $5.00 a ticket, $10.00 for Three and $20.00 for Ten. Call the office 410-250-0300

Sunday February 12th, Spaghetti Dinner 1-5 PM

Tuesday Feb 28, Mar. 6th, 13th and 10th Soup and Salad Dinner at St. Andrews

March 25 to March 28th Parish Mission.

St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish
On Friday, February 3rd, from 5 to 7:30 we will be having our Parish Dinner.  We will be serving baked chicken, mashed potatoes, glazed carrots, apple sauce and of course, our delicious homemade desserts. Adults are $10 and Children $5.  All are welcome to attend!

On Sunday, February 19th, from 8am to 12pm we will be having our All You Can Eat Parish Breakfast.  We will be serving your choice of Western Eggs, Scrambled Eggs, Pancakes, Hash Browns, Biscuits, Creamed Chip Beef Sausage, Bacon, Pastries and Fruit Cups!  Adults are $8.00 and Children $4.00.  All are Welcome!

On Tuesday, February 21st from 5 to 7pm we will be having our Fat Tuesday Breakfast Celebration.  We will be serving all types of breakfast foods as well as our delicious fruit topped crepes.  Adults are $8.00 and Children $4.00.  All are Welcome!  Remember to wear your Mardi Gras beads:)

On Friday, February 24th from 5 - 6:50pm we will be starting our weekly Lenten Soupers.  We will be serving two different soups each week with a sandwich and side salad.   Adults are $8.00 and Children $4.00.  All are Welcome!  After the Souper, Stations of the Cross will be said at 7pm downstairs in Holy Savior Church for those that wish to participate.   

All these events are held at Father Connell Parish Center at 1707 Philadelphia Avenue in Ocean City, MD

St. Michael the Archangel/Mary Mother of Peace

Way of the Cross for Parents . . . a faith-based program for parishioners with children affected by alcoholism, drug abuse, illness and/or birth defects will begin on Monday, February 27, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in Mary Mother of Peace Hall. The program will begin with prayer, a reading and meditation. The booklet, Way of the Cross, by Susan Jones is provided for guidance to all in attendance. The program shows the parallel between the passion and death of Jesus and events and occurrences in the lives of parents. Each station has a brief message describing the historical setting for that station, then a paragraph which relates the station to a situation in the life of a parent. After reflection, members will say a decade of the Rosary and share experiences. You may sign up for this program by calling the Parish Office at 856-6451.

Saint Peregrine Society . . . We are beginning a Saint Peregrine Society in our Parish. Saint Peregrine is the patron saint of Cancer. The purpose of this society is to meet on a monthly basis to pray for intercessory prayer to Saint Peregrine. The first meeting will be on January 29 at 3:00 p.m. at St. Michael the Archangel Church. We will be meeting at alternating churches at 3:00 p.m. at Mary Mother of Peace (February 26, April 22, June 24, August 26) and Saint Michaels  (January 29, March 25, May 20, July 22).

Following the prayer service we will have time for fellowship. Any questions, please contact Deacon Dave at 945-8317.

Justin Lesko Society for Young Adults . . . The next Justin Lesko Society meeting is Tuesday, February , 14, 7:00 p.m. at Mary’s House. Our Young Adult Group will continue its discussion of facing the world’s challenges for our young adults. Pizza and soda will be provided. If you plan to attend, please contact Deacon Dave at 945-8317.
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